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CHAP~eER I 
I N1'RODDCT IO 
A well rounded knowledge of Biblical truth ha s been 
found to be impossible apart from a basic study of the 
rela tionship between the ministry of the Spirit of God and 
Old Testament religious experience. The importance of this 
study has r eminded this investigator of the importance Jesus 
a ttached to a careful consideratlon of all the parts of a 
problem before venturing a solution. Concerning the builder 
He said, 
• • • Wh:tch of you, intending to build a t ower, 
si tteth not down first, an d counteth the cos t , whether 
he have suffic i ent to f i nish it ? Lest hap l y, af t er h e 
h ath l a id t h e foundat i on, and i~ not abl e t o f inish it, 
all that behold it .mocJ.:: him, saying , Th:l s man began to 
build, and was not s.ble to finish.l 
Concerning the c·onquer•or Jesus said, 
Or what king , going to make war with anothe r k in. , 
sitteth not down firstt and consulte th whether .b e be 
able · with ten thousand to n1 e et him th a t cometh af.l_;ainst 
him with t wenty thousand ? Or else, while the other is 
ye t a great way off, he sendeth an emba ss age , and 
desireth conditions of peace.2 
To His prospective follo wers Jesus said, "If any man will 
1 Bible. English. 1611. Authoriz e d , The Holl Bible 
(Indianapolis, I ndiana.: B. B. Kirkbride Bible Company, 
1934), Luke 14: 28-30. 
2 A. V., Lul{'e 14:31,32. 
.. come after me, let him _ de~y himself, and take up his cross, 
and ~ollow me. 1'3 To those who would know the truth Paul 
sEi.id·, II Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth. "4 
'lhe study of the ministry of the Spirit in the Old 
'l'es trunent has given a basis for understanding the in:fin1 te 
patience of God as He dealt with man in his corrupt fallen 
state during Old 'ttestament · d.ays. Paul, the Apostle, re-
ferred to these days in his Athenian address on :Mars Hill: 
"And the times of this ignorance God V'Jinked at; but now 
co:m.mandeth all men everywhere to repent. u5 
I. THE PROBLEM 
2 
~ problem stated. The need for this study has been 
made evident to this investigator by observations during the 
years of his pastoral experience. Many, for want of know-
ledge, have held only the New Testament a.s God 1 s Word. 
Some have felt that there is a definlte separation between 
the Old and the New Testament and that the Old Testament no 
longer has a message for them today. Others have felt that 
3 A. v.' Matthew 16:24. 
4 A. v., Il Timothy 2:15. 
5 A. v .-, Acts 1'7 : 30. 
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the actual work and ministry of the Second s.~d Third Persons 
of' the Trinity have their be g:tnning in New 'J.les trunent his tory • 
\1 /hile there has ·been misunderstanding as to t h e 
relationship of the Spirit to Old Testament relig ious 
experience, it has been observed that little material deal-
ing with this problem is ava ilable to laymen in the churches. 
' 
It has been this explorer's observation that more than a few 
authors give comparatively little space to the Ministry of 
the Spirit in o1,9 ... covenant days. Perhaps th:l.s h as con-
tributed somewhat to the confusion of some serious students. 
~ purpose of this study. · The purpose of this study 
has been to help others to grasp the importance and reality 
of the Holy Spirit in Old Testa~ent days, to the end that 
their confidence in God and His 1Nord. might be better 
established. The writer of this paper has further made it 
his aim of hls study to show the following: (1) That 
religious exp.erience was a rea lity in the lives of men from 
the begin!:ling of time; (2) 'lhat the Holy Spirit wa.s 
actively engaged in redeeming mankind even in Old Testament 
days; (3) That there was a definite personal relationship 
between Old Testament belieYers and the Holy Spirit. 
It has been with utter dependence on t he. leadership 
of the Holy Spirit that the scribe of this thesis has 
investigated this field of study. 
The scope of the stud;y. Extensive rese arch in the 
field of Old Testament pneume.tology has ms.de the ~riter of 
this paper aware of the need for delimiting the exten t of 
this study. Extensive as is tne field of Ol d Testament 
pneumatology very little information was found that 
pertained directly to the purpose of this pe.per. 
Several related questions which this study of the 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament a.s related 
to Old rrestrunent religious experience has endeavored to 
answer were: (1) How does the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
4 
in the ancient times lay a foundation in preparati on for the 
advent of Christ·? (2) In what ways has the Holy Spirit 
pointed .men in ancient times, forward to the advent of Christ, 
in preparation for the salvation of the lost? and (3) What 
was the relative importance of the work of the Hol y Spirit 
in the old dispensation? 
Doctor H. 0. Wiley has given assistance in lay lng out 
a plan of attack on the first problem. Having elected to 
develop this paper on an historical basis the investigator 
has chosen the chronological division of the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, given by vYiley, e.s the bas is for studying 
the work and influence of the Spirit on Old Testament 
personalities. His di vis tons were as follo ws: ( 1) 'ffle 
direct striving of the Spirit with the consciences of men in 
a personal and. private manner. This period was represented 
by Abel; (2) The operation of the . Spirit through the family 
aa represented by Abraham; · {3) The opera t1on of the Spirit 
in the giving of the law. 'lb.is period wns repr esented by 
Moses; {4) The Spirit's operation in the voic e of the 
prophets. The represents. ti ve personalities of this period 
were the major and m lnor prophets of the Old Co?~enant. 6 
Source of material used. Old Testament Script ures 
have been the basic material used to show the setting for 
the operation of the Holy Spirit in the lives of men and 
women who lived prior to t he nativity of Christ. The best 
authority, as well as the most reliable source for t he 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, ho wever, 
has been the account in the Nev>r Testament ·1hich se .r ved as a 
commentary on the relatlonship between the work of the Holy 
Spirit and relig ious experience of men who lived in Old 
Testament days. 
Authorities such as Martin Luther, John Wesley, Adam 
Clark, W. B. Pope, Abraham Kuyper, Ma tthew Henry , s . J. 
Gamertsfelder, H. 0. Wiley and other theolo gians and 
com1nentators have been consul ted a s to their int erpretation 
of Scripture and their thought concerni ng; t h e Spirit of God 
in the pre-Christian era. Basic material whi ch helped t o 
6 H. 0. Wiley, Christia~ Th~olo~y (Kans a s City: 
Beacon Hill Press, 1947,, 11, pp. 305- 07. 
5 
.. 
6 
lay a good foundation for this study was found in Biblical 
and secular dictionaries, encyclopedias and reference books. 
Valuable information also came from instructors in the 
Western School of Evangelical Relig ion, namely, Doctor 
Delbert R. Rose: Doctor Kenneth P. Wesche, Professor Paul 
\<Vood, and Doctor Herman E. Mueller. 
II. DEFIN:CTICJ.I t:\ 
·Ex:eerience. •rhe term nexperience 11 is a very familiar 
one. It has been defined as those events, sensat:i.ons, and 
skills in the realm of knowledge, without which no one can 
live a. normal life.7 Yet the word has needed further 
cla rification to serve as a foundation for t his· study. 
Ivlaldwyn Hughes ·said that, nExperience has two n:te e.nings. It 
signifies practical acquaintance gained by trial or experi -
ence, and also tl1e fruit or the knowledge so obtained. "8 
'l'b.e ordinary use of the term, in other words, according to 
.James 1 • Gray has been .found to be, nThe sum of prac tlcal 
wisdom taught by the events and observations of li.fe." 9 
7 Websters .New I nternational Dictionary of the 
Englisl}_ Langua~e (springfield';-Mass·achusetts ·: ··Merriam, 1911), 
p. 771. 
8 Maldwyn Hu ghe s , n~.xperience (Relip;ious), 11 
EncycloEedia of Religio-9; ~~ ~thics, if, 630. 
9 James JiJI . Gr ay , nE:xperience, '1 'l"'he _International 
Standard Bible Encycl~<lia, II, 1068-1069. 
' I 'Ihe Bihliee.l account came to the aid of the writer with 
several illustrat:lo.ns of the use of this term. In the 
history o.f Jacob, rela tive to his relationships wi th Laban, 
his uncle, :Laban s a id to Jacob one da y, n. • • I have 
learned by experie.nc~ that the Lord hath blessed me for thy 
sake. ''10 Laban had come to this conclusion as a result of 
careful scrutiny and obse~C'vance of events which affected 
himself while Jacob was in his employ. The preacher in 
Old Testament Scripture sa id, 11 I ••• have gotten more 
wisdom • • • my heart had great experience of wisdom and 
-· ··- ... - ··-
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kno wledge. ''11 The meaning of the word in question seemed to 
refer to a broad outlook toge ther \ith an actual testing out 
of the things which were discovered or known. The writer to 
the Hebrews gave an illustration of this reality .!he n he said! 
" Everyone that partaketh of milk is without experience 
in the vmrd of rlgb. teo us neBs." 12 
In this study the word 11 experiencen hH.s been u.sed. to 
include the events, the prac tices-, the skills, and the 
subjective impresslons and decisions which influenced the 
characters of the Old Teste.m ent in thelr relation to the 
10 A. V., Genes is 30:27. (Italics .mine). 
11 A. v., Ecclesiastes 1:16. (Ita lics mine). 
12 Bible. English. 1902. .American Sta ndard, The 
Holy Bible (New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1929 ), Hebrews 
5:13. 
invisible which they called God. 
Religious. The word 1'religious •• was the next term 
that needed clarification. Hoget offered such synonyms as 
exact , conscientious, godly, theological, and pious.l3 In 
England, during the time of Elizabeth, the word 11 r eligious " 
was sometimes used in connection with worship. An 
illustration of this was borne out in Acts 26:5 in which 
passage Paul referred to the religion of the Jews.l4 James 
says: 
If any man thinketh himself to be religious, 
while he bridleth not his tongue but deceiveth his 
heart, this man's religion is vain. Pure religion 
and undefiled before our !Jod and Father is this, 
to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
afflictioni and to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world. 5 
It was evid ent from this reference that a religious, 
believing, worshipping person had no need to be genuinely 
so in order to be classified with those who call themselves 
religious. In II Maccabees 1 :43 it was suggested that the 
fa.ls ,e and the alien could also have been classified a s 
religious. 
Religious is a term which this study has used to 
13 o. o. Sylvester Mawson, editor, Roget's 
International Thesaurus of.English Words and Phrases 
(New York: Thoma s Y. Crowell Company, 1925J";" p. 670. 
14 A. s. v., Acts 26:5. 
15 A. S . V., Jame s 1:26,27. 
8 
describe the type of experience which was a part of the 
normal life of an Old Testament saint. The word has been 
used to distinguish the experience of the Old Covenant 
believer from that of the unbeliever and the apostate. 
9 
Religious experience, in the light of t he foregoing 
has been regarded as the. ~ reality, that faith, that practice 
or that emotion. which has resulted from a sense of 
dependence upon a higher and mightier Being who has been 
deemed powerful e.nd trustworthy enough to have caused man to 
worship Him . w. H~r~an had this to say about the subject: 
The consciousness of freedom emerging from the 
elementary ethical transaction is a Condition of the 
life of relig ion. For reflection upon religion that 
is experienced. reveals that therein one knows 
himself dependent upon a power from vlhich there is 
no escape. A huma n being who finds himself in the 
movement of history because by voluntary service to 
others he is promoted to confidence and therefore to 
ethical perception, is on his way to religion, if 
the challenge to unqualified reality embraces also 
those individual experiences. Only in the complete · 
contemplation of all the real can God be approached. 
Religion can be a blessed certainty only to one who 
can uprl ghtly confess that when he found it he 
confronted naught but reality in all its terrors.l6 
The feeling of depenr"ience which accompanied religious 
experience was brought about by the uncertainity of things 
and times and by t h e somewhat strange manifestation of 
16 W. Herrrna11, 11 Relig ion , 11 'l'he New Schaff-Herzog 
Encyclopedia of Reli giou~ Knowledge;-rx, 455. ------
10 
nature. nLe very germ of religion ha s be en this feeling of 
dependence. !I Man is naturally religious, s.nd if he is 
i gnorant of' the true God, he must make to himself false 
ones. 11 17 
III. ASSUMPTIONS 
1J:lhe subject matter of this paper was considered 
upon the basis of certain presuppositions. There has been 
no need to question their validity throu ghout the research 
for this paper. 
The Bible &s the Word o~ God. The subject of the 
Holy Spirit could not have been discussed apart from the 
Book which was written under His ins piration. If t h e Bible 
is not the Word of God, and if it was not written by men 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, then there has been no basis 
for this study. "For the prophecy came not in old t :lme by 
the will of man: but holy men of God spake as t h ey \'.'ere 
moved by the Holy Ghost."l8 Moses testified, " And the t a.bles 
were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of 
God, graven upon the t ables . ''19 
17 Chambers, ''Relig ion," Chambers 1 Encyclopedi~, 
1879, VIII, 177. 
18 A. V., II Peter 1:21. 
19 A. V., Exodus 32:16. 
11 
Paul wrote the following to. his son Timothy, 11 All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instructlon 
in righteousness."20 Peter, in his first epistl. to the 
Chris tie.n Church, made significant r eference to the Word 
when he wrote, n eing born a gain, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the Word of Go d , which liveth and 
a.bideth forever. ''21 I n His high priestly prayer, Jesus 
made reference to the Word of God when He prayed to the 
Fa t her, nsa.nctify them throug)l. thy truth: thy word is 
truth. "22 
~-~ trad1 tional view 9X Biblical Chronolo~. It has 
been reco gnized that this view has not coincided with the 
documentary hypothesis and its relation to Biblical 
chronology. It has not been the purpose of' the paper to 
critically evaluate various views on the time element in the 
Biblical account. Therefore it was deemed advisable to 
follow the traditional view as the f'oundntion for this study. 
The Arminian- Wesleyan View of the doctrine of the 
Roly Spirit. Wiley was a.ccepted as the one who best 
20 A. v.' II Timothy 3:16. 
21 A. v.' I Peter 1:23. 
22 A. v.' John 17:17. 
represented the Arminia.n- 'vVesleyan position rela tive to t he 
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. 
We may no t e • • • the four following propositions 
concerning the Holy Spirit. • •• First, the Holy 
Spirit is a person • • • He is not Inerely a sacred 
influence, but the th:trd person of the adorable 
Trinity, is everywhere admitted in the scriptures 
and in the creeds. • •• Second, the Holy Spirit 
has been progressively revealed to the church • 
• • • 'lhird, the Holy Spirit could not come as the 
Administrator of Christ's atoning \rork until His 
earthly ministry was completed. • • • Fourth, the 
Holy Spirit a.s a person was fully revealed at 
Pentecost. • •• While the full dispensat ion of the 
Holy Spirit does not beg in until Pentecost ; the 
Spirit himself, as the Third Person of the Trinity, 
was from the beginning, operative in both Creation 
a nd Providence. • • • He has been the Agent in 
the production of all life, and is therefore, by 
prophetic anticipation, the Lord and Giver of Life. 
• • • •fe have see.n • • • that the revelation of 
the Son was mediated by the Spirit of Christ which 
was in the prophets.23 
23 H. 0. Wiley, Christia~ Theologl {Kansas City: 
Beacon Hill Press, 1947}, IIi pp. 303-304. 
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CHAPTEH II 
OLD TES'rlHAE N'l1 HELIGIOUS EXPEH.IENOE 
I. ABIDING FAC'l'ORS n~ RELIGIOUS EXPERIE NCE 
It has been discovered that there have been certain 
factors in relig ious experience which are univers a l and 
abiding . 1he first of these was dependence. Chambers went 
so .far as to say that the sense of dependence on God, wh ich 
• 
dependence is a frank facing of reality in the li p:ht of 
huraa.n ability, is the very germ of relig ion, 1 and thus would 
certainly be the germ of any individual relig ious experi-
ence. The second factor was called fear. A lack of the 
kno \!'lled.ge of God, or a sense of guilt might have caused a 
man to be afraid of God while at least an intro ductory 
kno wledge of Him and an acknowledge1nent of Ris· power, His 
righteousness, and His love, as contrasted to the weakness, 
wi ck edness and wrathfulness of the natural man, would have 
l ed him to fear God in the sense of awe, respect, or 
humility. The third factor has been called confi dence. 
This element was found to be an outgrowth of man's fellow-
ship or experience wi th God. '£here has been a da nger of his 
confidence being ill-founded, based upon superstition, / 
1 Chambers, nReligion, u Chambers 1 ~~ncycl2.£_edi a, 
VIII, 177. 
14 
without the actual experiential proof of the trustworthiness 
of the God in whom he believed. 
Reverence was the fourth factor. Vfuen his god has 
been found to be trustworthy in all situations, loving in 
all his dealings, and mighty in all his power, man ·will 
g ive reverence to him. He will worship him. Whether the 
god has been known through divine revelation or by the way 
. 
of traditional superstition, throughout the centuries man 
has worshipped the god he has depended upon or feared. 
A.n aid to an understanding of the nature of the 
religious experience has been found in quotations f rom t wo 
psychologists. R. H . 'llflouless has said , 
Religious consciousness is the mental stde of 
religious activity ••• while ••• religious 
experience is a vaguer term used to describe the 
feeling element in the religious consciousness, 
the feelings which lead to religious belief or, 
are the effects of religious behavior.2 
Some examples of whe. t has been understood by 
religious experience are: 
The sense of the pr~sence of God, the feeling of 
peace after prayer or sacrament, and the less intense, 
hardly perceptible, emotional undercurrent which 
accompanies ordinary religious llfe.3 
Cieorge A. Coe had the following to say relative to 
(") 
G Robert H. Thouless, An Introduction to the 
Ps~c}+ology of Religion (New York: •the Macrilillan Company, 
19' 5), p. 5. 
3 Ibid., p. 6. 
relig ious experience, 
Intense individua l relig ious experi ence very often 
exhibits two successive phases, strain ancl release. 
The stra in may i nvolve t he sense of sin, or some 
f ear, or sense of incompleteness, or of divided self, 
or of world-mys t ery and world-pain, t h e releas e h as 
·the correlative forms of sense of reconciliat ion, 
confidence, unified self, power, a world-li gh t that 
shines through the world-d.a r kness. Here religion 
i s relea se from repression.4 
15 
Jesus offered a positive note of explana tion to the 
previous quotation when He s a id, 11 I am the light of t h e 
world, he that followeth me shall not wa l k in darkne ss, but 
sha ll h ave the ligh t of life. 11 5 doe has expressed the 
typical view of liberal theology as follows, 
In multi tudes of ca ses religious experience· 
involves no marked crisis or strain a nd release, 
but rather a reaching toward a goal~ the enlar~ement 
of one's powers and of one's world.o 
In contrast the writer of the Hebrews off ered the 
Christian view of r eligious experience, when he s a id, 
By fai t h Abrahaln , when he wa s called to go ou t into 
a place which h e sh011ld after receive for a n inheritance 
obeyed, and. he went out not knowing whither he went. 
By faith he sojourned in the la.nd of promise, as .in a 
strange country, dwelling in t abernacles wi~h Isaa c and 
Jacob, the helrs w:l. th him of the sa.me promise for he 
looked for a city which hath foundations whose builder 
and maker is God.7 
4 Ge~rge A. C~e, The Psychol? gx_ of Rel :tgion (Chica go : 
1~e Univers~ty of Ch 1cago Press, 1920), p. 5. 
5 A. v., John 8:13. 
6 Coe , op. cit., p. 138 . 
7 A. V., Hebrews 11:8,9,10. 
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. II. PHOGRESS IVE D.t!jVELOPM.El~ T OF fffiLIGIOUS EXPERIE NCE 
It can safely be said that where the abiding factors 
in relig ious experience are found, there faithfulness and 
obedience appear . V'ilhere confidence and trust are lacking, 
there is no further founda tlon for communion and cons.equent 
obedience. This matter has been dealt with in sections or 
segments of Old Testament History: (1) from the Fall of 
Adam to the Flood; (2) from the li'lood to the Tower of Babel; 
(3) from Babel to the bondage in Egypt; and (4) from 
:B;gyptian bondage to the Babylonian captivity. 
Reli~ious experience from the fall ~ the flood. 
It must be remembered that after the fall everything took 
pla ce that God said would take place if man, who was created 
a free moral agent, disobeyed his Maker. God said they 
·muld die~ 8 and, contrary to the voice of the serpent, they 
did die; f or they immediately became strangers to God ; so 
much so that God had to call for them, for they were in 
hiding . 9 The s weet relationship that had existed 'l::>efore 
their di.sobedience was no w dead . They were trans gressors 
in the si ght .of God, and the wrath of the Holy God was upon 
8 A. V., Geneais 2:17. 
9 A. V., Genesis 3:9. 
I 
them. 1~e hereditary element of sin, from Adam's trans-
gression Cfilnle even as Paul said, 11 For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.''lO The first 
17 
parents fell to a low esta te due to the :tr rebellion a gainst 
God • . Without help from Him they were without hope. r'od, 
in His infinite love, made possible man's salvation through 
t h e promised seed of the wo.rna.n.ll ;I:n G·enesi.s 4 it was 
recorded that Adam and Eve were given two sons, Cain and 
.Abel. Both of them brought a.n offering unto the Lord. 
Cain, a tiller of the soil, brought of the fruit of the 
grouna,l2 while Abel brought of the firstllngs of the flock 
and the fat thereof unto the Lord. Evidently the Lord must 
have shown tha t He had. respect for Abel 1 s off eringl3 and 
not for Cain's for the record has shown that Ca i n was so 
wroth with his brother that he arose against him and slew 
hirn .l4 The cause for this first slaying v;;as recorded in 
I ~John 3:12 11 • • • because his o·wn works were evil and his 
brotht-)r 's ri€",h teo us. 11 The difference in the motives for 
offering the sacrifices was recorded by the \Vl"i ter to the 
Hebrews; 
10 A. V • I I Corinthians 15:22. 
11 A. v.' Genesls 3:15. 
12 A. v.' Genesis 4:3. 
13 A. . v.' Genesis 4:4. 
14 A. v.' Genesis 4:5-8. 
By :fa:t th Abel off'ered unto God a more excellent 
sacrif:tce than Cain, by which he obtained witness 
that he was righteous, God testifying of hls gifts: 
and by it, he being dead, yet speaketh.l5 
'I'he first martyr in the Bible was Abel. Lilce all 
others who died for righteousness' sake, he died not in 
vain. 
Following the death of Abel there was no record of 
men worshipping Jehovah until the time of Enos, of which 
time it was written, nThen began men to call upon the name 
of the Lord, It 16 
Genesis 5 has recorded the gen~rations of Adam. 
Like an oasis in the desert was the notation on Enoch of 
whom it was said, 11 • • • Enoch walked ,Ni th God, and he was 
not; for God took him. ''17 It was evident that Enoch 
possessed something which distinguished him from the rest 
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of Adam's generation. Another reference to Enoch was found 
in the book of Hebrews, 
By faith Enoch was translated that· he should not 
see death; and he was not found, because God had 
translated him: for before his translation he had 
this ~estirnony, that he pleased Goa.l8 
t 
15 A. v., Hebrews 11:4. 
16 A. v., Genes:ts 4:26. 
17 A. v., G-enesis 5:24. 
18 A. v.' Hebrews 11:5. 
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In spite of the afore-mentioned witnesses of faith 
the children of men contlnued in their wickedness. So much 
so that it was written, ''And God saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.'' 19 
Because of wickedness God determined to destroy man from 
off the face of the earth for it repented Him that I:I e had 
made man.20 But Noah fo:und grace in the sight of God which 
brought him a genuine religious experience. No~~ 's faith 
influenced his family so much so that they were s a ved wi th 
him in the ark. 
By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the 
saving of his house; by the which he condemned the 
world, and became heir of the rig;hteousness which fs 
by fai th.21 . ~ . . 
When the waters had subsided and the Ark had settled on 
Mt. Ararat, No~ll thoug-)1t to offer thanks to God for the 
salvation experienced. 
And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took 
of every clean beastF and of every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt offerings on the altar. And the Lord 
smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his 
heart, I will not again curse the ground any more 
19 a. v., Genesis 6:5. 
20 A. v., Genesis 6:6. 
21 A. v., Hebrews 11:7. 
for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart 
is evll from his youth; neither will I again smite 
a.riy more every thing living, as 1 have · done. iNhile 
the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and coln 
and heat, and summer and. winter, and day and night 
shall not cease. And God blessed Noah and his sons, 
a nd. said unto them, ~e fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth.~2 
Thus Noah had an experience in fellowship with .his 
Creator to whom he offered sacrifices. At this time the 
Lord ma.de a covenant which extended to all mank ind. He 
20 
blessed Noah anr his f'am.il.y, and gave them the s ame command 
re garding t h e propagation of the human race as wa s given to 
Adam and Eve at the outset.23 
The religious experience of the afore-mentioned Old 
.Testament characters took place durinp; a period which Wi ley 
chose to q.esignate as the time in which God dealt with 
people through their consci :ence. These did not have the 
benefits of a full revelation to lean on, yet they were not 
left completely in the dark. 'I'heir percept1.on of spiritual 
things was dimmed, due to the curse o f the fall which affect-
ed body, mind and spirit~ John• in his Gospel, referred t o 
the Old Testament ministry of the Christ when he spoke of 
Him as the 11 ••• li~ht; which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. "24 Paul also referred to th.is period in his 
22 A~ v.' Ge!'les is 8:20-22: 9:1. 
23 A. v., Genesis 1:28. 
24 A. v.' John 1:9. 
letter to the Romans when he wrote: 
For as ms.ny as have sinned without the law shall 
also perish without the law: and as many as have 
sinned in the 1av1 shall be judged by the law; (for 
not the hearers of the law are just before God, but 
21 
the doers of the law shall be justified. For when the 
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these, not having the law, 
are a law unto themselves: which show the work of the 
law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing 
witness, and thelr thoughts the mean ·while accusing or 
else excusing one another;) in the day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to 
my gospel.25 
Religio~~ Experience from the Flood ~ the Tower of 
Babel. This period began with a new world comprised of the 
family of Noah, but like the former also ended in Judgm ent. 
When man wants his own way rather than God's, this 
investigator has become convinced that the only answer is 
judgment. Wiley has said, in effect, that God worked in 
this period under new and less degenerate conditions.26 
This was a period of human government. Following 
the genealogy of Noah the Bible had the following to say, 
And surely your blood of your lives will I require; 
at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at 
the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother 
'!.Ifill I require the life of man. Whoso sheddeth man's 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the 
25 A. v., Romans 2:12-16. 
26 H. 0. Wiley, Christian Theolo .~ (Kansas City, 
Missouri, Beacon Hill Press, 1947), II, p. 306. 
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image of God made he ma n. 27 
Religious experience in this PEJriod was thought to 
be essentially the same as that of the previous Ofle• Again 
men were seen demonstrating their love for self and trust in 
their own might to the exclusion of any confidence in God. 
God had authorized human go1rernment but men hs.d abused the 
permission; they acted in a great collectivism a gainst God 
v.rhen they s a id, aGo to, let us build us a city and a tower, 
whose top may reach unto h ea11en : and let us make us a name, 
le-:st we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole 
earth.tt28 
But the yery device they used irt the hope of 
preventing dispersion became the occasion f or God 's answer 
when He said, 
Behold., the people is one, and they have a.ll one 
languag e; a nd this they begin to d.o, and no thing will 
be restrained from them, which they have imagined to 
do, go to, let us go down, and there confound their 
language that they may not understand one a no the r' s · 
speech. So the Lord see. ttered them abroad from thence 
upon the face of all the earth, and they left off to 
build the city.29 
A dearth of genuine rel:i.g iou.s experience in the 
period resulted in a judgment from God. That judgment 
27 A. v., Genesis 9:5,6. 
28 A. v.' Genesis 11:4. 
29 A. v., Genesis 11:6-8 . 
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prepared the way for the portions o.f hit'!tory which followed 
that event. 
Religious Experience ~ Babel to Egy:pt:tan bondap.;e. 
Followlng Babel God dealt on a different basis with those 
who trusted Him. Wiley has said, in effect, ~hat during 
this period God had a more definite hold oi' the race in that 
He dealt with a family unit.30 'lhe period was begun when 
God called Abraham to get out of his home country into a 
strange land which the Lord would show him. ~~e record 
reads that, 11 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he should after receive for an inherit-
ance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. n31 
·when Abraham arrived in the land to which he was called the 
Lord spoke to him thus: uunto thy seed will I give this 
land. 11 32 There in gratitude unto the Lord who had encouraged 
his faith he erected an altar. Later he pitched his tent 
east of .Bethel and west of Hai where he erected another 
altar and prayed to God. Later while journeylng south 
through the land famine overtook his company and they were 
persuaded to go to Egypt.33 
30 llliley, £E.· cit., p. 306. 
31 A. v.' Hebrews 11:8. 
32· A. v., Genesis 12;7. 
33 A. v.' Genesis 12:10. 
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One of the first prayers by Abraham recorded in 
Scripture was f~>r· a son. 34 1l"he Lord answered by covenanting 
with Abraham that his seed would be in number as the stars 
of the heavens and grains of sand by the sea. The second 
recorded prayer of Abraham is found in Genesis 17:18. Here 
.Abrahe.m prayed that Isf"l .. .mael, born of .Hagar, Sarah's hand-
maid, might live before God which meant that Ishmael would 
have been the rightful heir to Abraham, but such was not 
God's plan. Re said, 
Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and 
thou shall call him Isaac: and I will establish my 
covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and 
with his seed after him.35 
God revealed the meaning of Abraham's e..xperience when 
He said, 
••• Shall I hide from Abraham that thing whi ch I 
do; seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great 
and mighty nation, and all the nations of t he earth 
shall be blessed in hin1? For I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household after him, and 
they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and 
judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that 
which he hath spoken of him.36 
The third recorded pre.yer of Abraham was his remark-
able intercession for Sodom because Lot ana his family were 
there. It wa.s observed that Abraham obeyed and reverenced 
34 A. V., Genesis 12:1,2. 
35 A. v., Genesis 17:19. 
36 A. V., Genesis 18:17-19. 
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God, that the Lord remarked that he knew he would tra:l.n his 
children and thereby he -vron the New Tea tament t 1 t1e ,. 11 The 
father of the faithful • 11 
Abraham and Sarah received the promise of the F'ather 
in response to their faith and obedience •. 
Through faith also Sarah herself received strength 
to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when 
she was past a ge, because she judged him faithful who 
had promised. Therefore sprang there even of one, 
and him a.s good as dead, so many as the stars o.f the 
sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the 
sea shore innumerable.37 
In Abraham's religious experienc~ God sub,j ected him 
to a supreme test. It was the offering of his son Isaac as 
a tL' criflee on Mt. :Moriah. The Scripture has recorded 
nothing about Abraham murmuring, but that he responded 
immediately to the command of the Lord. 
By faith Abraham, when he was tr ied, offered up 
Isaac: and he that had. received the promises offered 
up his only begotten son, of whom it is said, That in 
Isaac sha.l1 thy seed be called: li:ccounting that God 
was able to raise him .up, even from the dead; from 
whence also he received him in a figure.38 
Not only did Abraham and his family worship and 
\ 
believe God, but Abraham's servant, Eleazer>, demonstrated 
faith in God when he prayed for guidance in choosin~ a wife 
for Isaa c. He feared lest he would displease God by 
37 A. V., Hebrews 11:11,12. 
38 A. V., Hebrews 11:17-19. 
bringi.ng the wrong mate for Isnac. His prayer was this: 
0 Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send 
me good speed this day, and show kindness unto my 
master Abraham. Behold I stand here by the well of 
wa.ter; and the daughters of the men of the city come 
out to draw :rater; and let it come to pass, t h at the 
damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher , I 
pray thee, tha t I ma.y drink; and she shall say, Drink, 
and 1 will g ive thy camels drink also : let the same 
be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant 
Isaa c; and thereby shall I know that thou h ast showed 
k indness unto my master.39 
'lbe eleventh chapter of Hebrews f urther declared 
tha t Abraham 1 s descendan ts c'ontinued to worship and obey 
God. 
By faith Isaac bless ed Jacob and Esau concerning 
things to come. By faith Jacob when he was a dying , 
blessed both the sons of Jose ph; and worshipped, 
leaning upon the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, 
when he died, made mention of the departing of the 
children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning 
his bones.40 
During this period of Old 'I'es bunent his tory divine 
covenants and divine cUrections which came to ce :r t~. in 
,. .. •; 
.. · leaders were given with a. family unit in mind. We saw 
previously that God promised A.bre....hem that all the f amilies 
of the e arth would be blessed in him and in his seed. But 
God a lso a dded another clause to the covenant, nand I will 
make thee a great nation."41 In the next segment of t his 
39 A. v., Genesis 24:12-14. 
40 A. v., Hebrews 11:20-22. 
41 A. v.' Genesis 1'7:5. 
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study, religious experience has been found centered around 
the developing of a. great nation. The setting was propi ti-
ous. Joseph was sold into Egypt by his brethren bec·ause 
they were jealous of him for the favor bestowed upon him by 
their father. The Lord gave Joseph faith a.ncl wisdom and a 
place in the Egyptian government which enabled. him t o be the 
agent through whom God saved his f'amily from starvation. 
Thus God kept the covenant made with .Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. Through Joseph's leadership his family was permitted 
to live in Goshen in the land of Egypt, where they rapidly 
grew in number. Soon afterwards a king came to the throne 
who :ras not acquainted with Joseph and devised plans for the 
extermination of the Israelites since they were fast be-
coming a numerical threat to the Egyptians. After years of 
bitter bondage their sense of dependence upon God was 
evidenced by the fact that they cried unto the Lord for 
help. God heard their cry and continued to manifest himself 
to them .in the carrying out of plans for their deliverance. 
ReliG~ous experience from ·~ Eg~Eti~ bonda~ to the 
·Babylonian captivity. In the early life of Moses the 
providential hand of the Lord kept him from harm and BO 
ordered his course that he became educated in all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians. Later God isolated him as a preparation 
for the task He had for him. 'lhe Scripture reads: 
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Now Moses kept the· flock of Jethro his father in law, 
the pr:test of £[!dian: and he led the flock to the 
backside of the desert, and came to the. mounte.in of 
God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord .appeared 
unto him in e. flame of fire out of the minst of a bush: 
and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, 
and the bush was not consumed.42 
Abraham's seed had developed into a great family, 
in fact, by reason of their numbers the ruler of Egypt 
became fearful lest they become strong enough to overthrow 
the gov·ernment. 43 The following were the va1•:i .. ous devlces 
used by the Egypt:!.e.ns to dra .in the Isrt.{elltes of t h e i r 
strength and to des troy them~ ( 1) the men of Israel were 
put in bondage to buil d cities and buildings at the· 
expenditure of great physical energy;44 . . . 1'hey made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar, and in 
brick, and in all manner o.f service in the field: a ll their 
service, v,rheretl\ they made them serve, wa.s wi th ri gour;"45 
(3) when the •two former devices did not succeed in reducing 
their number and strength they resorted to co~nrnanding · the 
Hebrew midwives to kill the baby boys when they were born, 
but the mothers of Israel gave birth to their babies before 
the midwives had a chance to he1p;46 .and (4) in desperation 
42 A. v.' Exodus 3:1,2. 
43 A. v., Exodus 1:9. 
44 A. v., Exodus 1:11. 
45 A. v., Exodus 1:14. 
46 A. v.' Exodus 1:19. 
Pharoah charged that all .male babies be cast into the N:lle 
River.4'7 F'or these reasons Israel cr:led unto the Lo.rd for 
help. In response the Lord chose His man who was ali•eady 
partially prepared for the task of delivering the children 
of Israel out of Egyptian Bondage.48 As a background and 
foundation for the tasl{ God caused an angel to appear unto 
Moses and a voice called unto him out of the bush that 
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burned1 but would not become oonsumed.49 Moses was told 
that the ground on whl ch he stood was holy ground, and that 
the one who addressed him was the God of his fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.50 Moses then hid his face, but he 
listened to the Lord.51 After he had listened to the word 
of the Lord. he began to complain about the people to whom he 
was to minister. In response God showed him that lie was 
able to help him. By miraculously transforming Moses' rod 
into a serpent and vice versa,52 and by changing ·his hand to 
a leprous one, and then aga:l.n to one that was as pink as a 
child's, God demonstrated His power to Moses. Later Moses 
complained that he was slow of speech, but God ag~in had the 
4'7 A. v., Exodus 1:22. 
48 A. v.' Exodus 3:7-10. 
49 A. v.' Exodus 3:2-4. 
50 A. v.' Exodus 3:6. 
51 A. v.' Exodus 4:2-4. 
52 
.A. v.' Exodus 4:1-5. 
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answer; Aaron was chosen as Moses' spokesman~53 
After this experience God led these men to become 
Israel's human deliverers. lioses was led and directed by 
the Lord to become God's men who led the phildren of Israel 
c;mt of the bondage of Egypt into e. series of relig ious 
experiences which became foundational to their organization 
e.s a nation according to the prom i se unto Abraham. 54 The 
ten plagues which were released upon rebellious Pharaoh and 
his natlon brought Israel to a confidence in Moses a nd 
God.55 Israel's deliverance from the tenth pl ague wa s of 
speclal bless:tng to them. They had received it from God t.n 
response to their obedience to the command of the Lor that 
the blood of a lamb should be painted over the door and on 
the lintels of the door of each of their homes. After God, 
by the hr1nd of Moses, had led Israel over the Red Sea on dry 
land, they saw the Egyptian enemy perish in the water. It 
was then that 1vU:ri9.l1.1 and :Moses sang the song of redemption.56 
Prom the Red See. to the promised land the people of Israel 
had some outsts.ndlng religious experiences which molded 
their national life and which revealed to t hem their 
53 A. v.' Exodus 4:10-17. 
54 A. v.' Genesls 12:2. 
55 A. . v., Exodus 12:28 . 
56 A. v., Exodus 14. 
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responsibility to obey and love God. So.me examples of these 
experiences have been included in this study. 
1. Answer to prayer. On the wilderness journey th·ey 
came to Marah, the place of bitter wa.ters.57 Moses cried 
out to the Lord, and God sweetened the water and promised 
them freedom from the diseases of Ji:gypt on condi t.ion of 
obedience to Him. 58 'lhe wanderers lacl{ed bread in the 
wilderness of sin. Again the Lord heard their c:t;Y• He 
answered and sent manna from hea ven for each day, except on 
the six th day of the week when they received enough for the 
Sabbath day also. 
2. !J:l~ giving of~~· 'Ihe Israelite.s he.d a high 
experience at Mt. Sinai. 'l'here Moses became the a gent 
through whom God gave the Ten Commandments (the moral law), 
the civil law (the foundation of' their national life), and 
the ceremonial law (the foundation of their religious life 
and service). 
Speaking of this occasion the Scripture related the 
following: 
And. all the people answered together, and said , 
all that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses 
returned the words of the people unto the Lord. And 
57 A. V. , IJ;xodus 15: 23. 
58 A. v., Exodus 15:25-27. 
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the Lord said unto Moses, I come unto thee in a thick 
cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, 
and believe thee forever~ And Moses told the words of 
the people unto the Lord. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them today 
and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes, and be 
ready against the third day: for the third day the 
Lord will come down in the sight of all the people 
upon Mount Sinai.59 
It was not without fear that the people stood in the 
presence of the Lord. After the law had been given the 
following was recorded concerning the reaction of the people 
on this great occasion: 
And all the people saw the thunderings, and the 
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they 
removed, and stood afar off. And they said unto 
Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but 
let not God speak with us, lest we die. And Moses 
said unto the people, Fear not: for God ts come to 
prove you, and that His fear may be before your 
faces, that ye sin not. And the people stood afar 
off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness 
where God was. 60 
3. The Supreme law. v~en the children of Israel were 
about to enter into the la.nd of promise under the lea dership 
of Joshua, Moses spake these words to them: 
· Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and 
the judgments, which the Lord your God commanded to 
teach you, that ye mig-.1-).t do them in the land whither 
ye go to possess it: That thou mightest fear the 
Lord "thy God, to keep all his statutes and his 
e:x:.mandments, which I command thee, thou, and. thy son, 
59 A. v., ~xodus 19:8-11. 
60 A. V., Exodus 20:18-21. 
and thy son's son, all the day.s of thy 1 it'e; and that 
thy days raay be prolonged. Hear therefore, 0 Israel, 
a nd observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, 
and that ye may increase mightily, as the Lord God of 
thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that 
floweth vrith milk and honey. Hear, 0 Israel: 'The 
Lord God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy might. And t h ese words, which I 
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart.61 
That charge followed Moses' reiteration of the 
commandments given at Ivl t. Sinai. Some thj_ngs taught there 
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were these: (1) A personal response to the commandments of 
God was expected. The individual finds expression in the 
statement, "thou, and thy~' and thy son'~ ~· ''62 
(2) A monotheistic view of God was insisted upon.63 ~hey 
were to love God, and only God, supremely;64 (3) They were 
i 
to have Jthese words in th~ir hearts.65 
~. 
Moses' early . choic~s issued in an experience which 
enabled him to be used of · the Lo·rd as a human deliverer of 
a stiff-necked people. It was written by the writer to the 
}iebrews that, 
By fa.i th Moses, when he was con1e to years, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosin , 
61 A. V · 
. ' 
Deuteronomy 6:1-6. 
62 Loc. cit. 
63 Loc. cit• 
64 Loc. ci to 
65 Loc. ci t. 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the 
recompense of the reward. By faitl! he forsook Egypt, 
not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, 
as seeing Him who is invisible. Throue.,h fe.i th he kept 
the passover a.nd the sprinkling of blood, lest he that 
destroyed the firstborn should touch them. By faith 
they passed throu _;h the Red Sea as on dry l a nd: which 
the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.66 
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Moses' religious experience brought him into a right 
relationship with God. 1hrough faith in 'God and through 
humble submission before Him he was enabled to be the man 
for the hour by carry:tng into prectical obedlence and love 
for the brethren those things which the Lord required of 
him. Wiley has concluded that t his phase of Moses 1 
experience should be interpreted as follows: 
• • • St. Paul decls.res the. t the law was added 
because of transgl"essions, till the seed sh ould come 
to whom the promise was made; and it was orda:l.ned by 
angels in the hand of a med:tator (Galatians 3:19). 
In the process of history, the inner light became dim 
s.nd. variable, and. the Chosen F'amily enslaved a.n(J 
degraded. God therefore sent Moses to deliver Hi s 
peoplE:\ from soeial bondage and give them the o-uide.nce 
of a written law to supplement the inner workings of 
the conscience, which no longer operated with strength 
and precision. This law was moral, ceremonial and 
judicial. • • • 'lb.e law served to give permanence to 
the moral ideal. Further, its violation involved 
guilt, for by the law is the knowledge of sin · 
(Romans 3:20). The law being given by the voice of 
(}od from heaven, sin not only clashed with the sense 
of right within, but also with the external voice of 
the law. It became , therefore, in a very manifest 
66 A. v., Hebrews 11:24-29. 
~ense, an offense against God. Man's sense of sin 
h aving been dulled, God in the law gave him a 
written transcript from his own moral nature.67 
The Old Testament characters mentioned in the 
foregoing section by no means exhaust the list of Old 
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Covenant believers who had reli gious experiences. One 
could have mentioned others s·uch as Gideon, Ruth, and 
Samuel; but neither time nor space has permitted a study of 
these lives. 
After Israel had entered into the promised land of 
Canaan many leaders and kings were chosen to govern the 
nation according to the la.w. During the same period 
prophets were called to the task of interpreting the law and 
warning the people of t heir need of repentance toward Got'!. to 
insure for them the victories that God had planned that they 
.should en.1oy. The following section will treat only E>, few 
of these Old 'J.'estam.ent saints who served in their period and 
generation. David has been chosen as the s~~ple king. The 
prophet chosen for this section was Isaiah. 
~d's religious experience. David's religious life 
be gan in his early youth. He was a shepherd lad when Samuel, 
the man of God, annointed him as .King over Israel in the 
place of Saul from whom the kingdom was taken because of 
67 Wiley, op. cit., pp. 306-30?. 
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disobedience.68 Soon after this great occasion in the life 
of David he offered to fight, single-handed, Israel's enemy, 
the great Goliath, the champion of the Philistines. \fuen 
David mac1e the proposition to King Saul he was lau g.~ed at, 
and was called a 11 youthn .69 In answer David sa;td unto Saul, 
Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there 
came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the 
flock: and I went out after him, and smote him, and 
delivered it out of his mouth: and when he rose 
against me; I caught him by his beard, and smote him, 
and slew him. ~y servant slew both the lion and 
the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be 
as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of' 
the living God· ••• The Lord tha t delivered me out 
of the paw of the lion, and out of . the paw of the 
bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this 
Philist1.ne.70 
Later, when David approached Goliath, the giant 
laughed at him, for Davi d had no armor as the great soldier 
had, but was equipped only with shepherd's clothes plus a 
sling and five smooth atones. David's reply was, 
Thou comest to me with a svJOrd, e.nd with a spear, 
and with a shield: but I come to thee i.n the name of 
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
\mom thou hast defied. This day will the Lord deliver 
thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take 
thine head from· thee; and I will give the carcases 
of the host of the Philistines this day unto the 
fowls of the air, to the wild beasts of the earth; 
that all the earth may know t hat there is a God in 
Isre.el.71 
68 A. v., I Samuel 16:14,15. 
69 A • . V., I Samuel 17:33. 
70 A. v., I Samuel 17:34-37a. 
71 A. v.' I Samuel 17:45,46. 
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Later, after David had succeeded Saul t o the throne, 
he devised a scheme whereby he could get Bath-sheba, the 
wife of Uriah , as hi s own wii'G. To do th.:ts David command ed 
that when Israel's army entered into battle Ur iah be pl ac ed 
in th e front l j.nes. Consequently, Ur iah was killed in 
battle, according to the intent of David.72 
The prophet Nathan showed David t hat the Lord knew 
all about his sin. In response David repented of his sin 
and turned to the Lord, praying , 
Have mercy on me, 0 God, according to thy loving-
kindness: according to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my .transgressions. Wash me 
thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin·. • •• Purge IQe with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
• • • Cast me not away fro1n t hy presence; and take 
not thy.holy spirit from me • . Restore me the joy of 
thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spiri t . 
Then will I teach trans gressors thy ways; and 
sinners shall be converted unto thee.73 
God's attitude toward David was recorded in the Acts 
\ 
of the .Apostles, written by Luke, 
• • • God • • • raised up unto them David t o be 
their King ; to whom also he gave teRtimony, and s a id, 
I have found David the son of Jesse, _. a man af t er 
mine own heart, which shall fulfill all my will.74 
'lb.e reco.rded events of David's lif e which were 
72 A. V., II Samuel 11:24. 
73 A. V., Psalm 51:1,2.7,11,12,13. 
74 A. v., Acts 13:21,22. 
38 
listed above have served to illustrate the nature of his 
religious experiences as a prospective and actual ruler of 
the nation Israel. These events clearly revealed David 's 
humble dependence upon the Lord. His dependence on God 
yielded triumphant joy over every force e.t enmity with him. 
It also was the n.teans whereby God could mold and teach 
David to fill the la.rge place he was to have in the destiny 
of his nation. 
Isaiah's religious ex2erience. For an example of 
religious experience in the life of the prophets a study 
has been made of the sixth chapter of the book of Isaiah. 
He was in the temple in the year that King Uzziah died, and 
he beheld. the Lord in His majesty. Hecognizing that he was 
in the presence of the Holy God of Heaven, lsaiah saw God's 
holiness in contrast to his ow1;1 .s-infulness and confessed, 
"woe is me 1 for I am undone; I a.m a man of unclean lips, 
and I · dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for 
mine eyes have ·. seen the King, the Lord of hosts."75 In 
response, God cleansed his lips, took away his sin, and 
said, ttThine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged."76 
'Then the voice of the Lord came to Isaiah saying , "Whom 
75 A. V., Isaiah 6:5. 
76 A. v., Isaiah 6:7. 
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h 1] I d 1 ~ :111 for us ',?'177. s a . sen ,, anc. w,1o w . go Isaiah answered , 
"Here am I; send me. "78 When the commitment was made t o the 
Lord, Isaiah received the commission to speak to the people 
during the period just before the great captiv i ty of 
Assyria. 
The religious experience of Isaiah has revealed his 
dependence upon God for help. Fearing lest the wrath of God 
be visited upon him he showed his confidence in God by 
turning to Him and confessing his sin. It was through this 
act of worship that God prepared Isaiah for the ministry 
which was to be his to apostate Israel. 
!\'loses had been the agent through whom the law was 
given to Israel. However, during this period God used the 
prophets to interpret the law to the people and to show them 
tha t they had kept the externals of the law but h aving 
turned to the idols of the heathen had f a iled to keep .faith 
with God in their hearts. 'l'he first message to Judah and 
Jerusalem bore this out, "Hear, 0 heavens, and. give ear, 
0 earth: for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished ann 
brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. 11 79 
To Judah and Jerusalem he said, 
----------------
77 A. v., Isai ah 6:8. 
78 Loc. cit. 
79 A. v., Isaiah 1:2. 
Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodon1 ; 
give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of' 
Gomorrah. To what purpose is the :multi tude of your 
sacrifices unto me'? sai th the Lord: I am full of 
the burnt offerings of ·rams, and the fat of fed 
beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bulloc'lts, 
or or lambs, or of he goats. • ~ • ,'/ash you, mal{e . 
you clean; put away the evil of your doings from 
before mine eyes; cea.se to do evil; ••• Come no w, 
and let us reason to gether, saith the Lord: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red lik e crimson, they shall 
be as wool.80 
1 
'lhe proPhets not only interpreted the law, but they 
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foretold the con1ing of the Messiah, in whom the Promises of 
God would find. fulfillment. This pro.phecy was ma de in the 
following words: 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
g iven: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his narne shall be ca lled Wonderful, Counsellor, 
'l'he mig...~ty God, IJ.'he everlasting Pa ther, 1"he Pr ince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 
with ,iud .~?;IDen t and. with ,justice from henceforth even 
forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this.81 
In the 53rd chapter of Isaiah the Messiah wa s 
portrayed as the sin-bearer of the people to whom He wa.s to 
carn e a.s king. The closing words of the chupter are: 
1nerefore will I divide him a portion with 
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto 
80 A. V., Isaiah 1:10,11,161 18. 
81 A .• . v., Isaiah 9:6,7. 
dea th: and he was numbered with the transgressors: 
and he bore the si'n of many, and made interce::fs i on 
for the transgressors.82 
In the preceding paragraphs David and Is a iah h ave 
been considered .as respective representatives of the Kings 
41 
and Prophets during the period between Israel's deliverance 
from Egyptain Bondage and the Babylonian Captivity. Both 
of these men had religious experiences through which God 
cleansed their lives from sin and made them fit channels 
through whom He could prepare Israel for the comin of her 
spiritual Deliverer and Messiah. 
It has been the purpose of the investigator in this 
study to show how religious experiences of men in the Old 
Testament took place on five distinct levels. At the level 
of conscience God revealed to men His will in a personal 
way. At the level of human government the Lord gave man the 
responsibility of governing himself. Man use~ his privilege 
to rebel against God. At the level of the Patriarchs 
Jehovah dealt with man on the basis of the fa.Inily. At the 
level · of the law God laid the foundation for the national 
life of Israel. At the level of the Kings and the Prophets 
God ministered to man in the rea.lm of government and 
interpretation relative to the law. At each level of 
religious experience the factors of dependence on God, 
82 A. v., Isaiah 53:12. 
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confidence in God, either fear of His power or great awe at 
l:Hs holiness, a.nd reverence for !Jod were evident i .n the 
religious life of the people with whom God -was dealing 1,n 
the Old Testament. In the following chapters attention .has 
been focused on the ministry of the Holy Spirit at the Old 
Testament level. 
CHAPTE:R I I I 
THE HOLY SPIHIT I N OLD TESTAMENT DAYS 
If this were a study of the New Testament teaching on 
the Holy Spirit, many instances and references to the 
reality and work of the Third Person of the Trinit.y could be 
referred to. But the Old Testament does not seem to be the 
likeliest place to find proof of the operation o:f the Spirit 
prior to New Testament Revelation. 
Sometimes we think that the Old Testament contains 
very little about the Holy Spirit. If one should ask 
the average intelligent Christian what the Old 
Testament teaches about the Spirit, it is probable 
that very little definite information coul be given. 
Many pas sages of the Ne,,v Testament would imrneclia tely 
come to mind. • .• It is doubtless true tha t we 
look upon the New Testament as the richest source of 
our knowledge about God and the basic facts and 
experience of redemption. But the Old Testament 
must not be overlooked. It is still the seedbed in 
which all the precious tru t.h.s o.f the New Covenant 
germinate. All the truths of Revelation are ln the 
Old Testament. • •• The Hew Testament amplifies, 
expands and reinterprets these truths for u.s \1ho are 
under the New Dispensation.l 
'lhe consideration of the ministry of the Holy Spir:t.t 
in Old Testament days has been considered in two rJivlsions: 
first, His general ministry; and second, His specific 
minis try, under the caption of uEvidences of Progression. 11 
1 Wick Broomall, T~e Holy Sgirit (New York: 
American Tract Society, lv40~. ' 0. 
I. HIS GENERAL MI NISTHY 
By way of introduction Kuyper h ns made some 
distinctions between the ministries of the three persons 
of the Trinity which have been illuminating: 
In every work effected by Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost in common, the power to brin~S faith proceeds 
from the F'ather, the power to arrange from( the son, 
the power to perfect from the Holy Spirit.2 
In I Corinthians VIII. 6, St. Paul teaches that: 
'there is but one God and Father, of whom are all 
things, and one Lord Jesus Christ by whom are all 
things. 1 Here we have two propos i tiona: of whom 
and by \•vhom. But in Hornans XI . 38 he adds 
another: 1For of Him and through Him ano :Po Him are 
all things. 1 3 · --
The operation here spoken of is threefold: first, 
that by which all things are originated (of' him); 
second, that by which all thin,r_ss consist; and third, 
that by which e.ll things attain their final destiny . 
• • • Genesis II. 3 says, 'God rested from all his 
work which he had created to make it perfect' 
(Dutch translation); Thus to lead hl~e creature to 
his destiny, to cause it to develop according to 
its nature, to make it perfect, is the proper work 
of the Holy Spirit.4 
From the be ginnin:" man hs.s been influenced by the 
Holy Spirit. The Spirit's purpose has been to lea d him to 
perfection and fellowship with God in eternity. 
2 Abraham Kuyper, The Work of the Holy Sniri t 
(New York: Funk a nd Wa gnalls Company,-r9oor;-p . 19 . 
3 ~-, pp. 19,20. 
4 I bid., pp. 20,21. 
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From thE;} beginning the Holy Ghost has been operative 
and instrumental in the work of Crea.tion a.nd. Providence. 
'I'he Spirit brooded over t h e face of the dee p a nd caus ed. 
order and beauty to come out of chaos.5 He also breathed 
into man the breath of l i fe so that he became a living 
soul.6 Pope has ca lled him the g iver of life. 
'Ihe Spirit, like the Son, but without .conceal!nent 
of his name, is t h roughout the Old Testament disclosed 
as the agent of the Godhead in the production of all 
life, especially of the living spirit of man.7 
Job, one of the chara cters in t h e Old rl'es tamen t said, "The 
Spirit of God hath made me. " B 
Pope made some statements which have been regarded 
a s foundational to a proper understanding of the connection 
b e t ween providence and the work of the Holy Spi rit i n Old 
'res t runen t t imes. 
• • • as the son was from the be ginning t he Li~t 
of Men , so the Spi rit is represented a.s movi ng u pon 
and-striving with man from the be ginning ••• we are 
tau ght that wi thout him the Eternal did not a ct on 
the world throu ghou t the anc lent economy. 9 
Eaeazer, the servant of Abraham , ha.ving be en 
5 A. v., Genesis 1 : 2. 
6 A. V., Genesis 2:7. 
7 W. B. Pope, A Compendium of Christian Theolo gY: 
(London : Wesleyan Conference Off ic8; 1875), p. 322. · 
8 A. V., John 33:4. 
9 Pope, ££· cit., p. 420. 
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instructed by his master to go to the kindred of Abrahs.m to 
find. a wife for Isaac, and having travell to the city of 
Nahor, the village of the Patriarch's kindred, saw the 
providential mov of God's Spirit. 
••• he made his camels to kneel down thout the 
city by a well of water at the time of the evening, 
even tb.e time ths.t women go out to draw water. And 
he said, o Lord God of my master Abrshara, I prey thee, 
send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto 
my master Abraham. Behold, 1 stand here by the well 
of water; and the daughters of the men of the city 
come out to draw water: and. let it come to pass, 
that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy 
pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall 
say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: 
let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy 
servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou 
hast shewed kindness unto my master.lO 
Events took place following this prayer that were 
evidence to Eleazer that God had indeed prospered him. 
After Abraham's servant had. related all the events of the 
journey to Laban and Bethuel, they answered: 
• • • The thing proceedeth from the r.~orr1: \'fe 
can.not speal<: unto thee bad or good. Behold, Rebekah 
is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy 
master's son's wife, as the Lord hath spoken. 
it came to pass, that, when Abrahwn' s servant heard 
their words, he worshipped the Lord, bowing himself 
to the earth. 11 
Another illustration of the providential care 
administered to man h£ta been taken fro.m the life of Joseph. 
10 A. V., Genesis 24:11-14. 
11 A. v., Genesis 24:50-52. 
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The thirty-seventh chapter of Genesis has recorded the 
account of the hatred Joseph's brethren harl for him because 
they were jealous of their father Israel's love for him. 
Just as they were about to deal treacherously with him, a 
band of Is~~aelites happened to come along to whom they sold 
Joseph for twenty pieces of silver. Years later when f amine 
infested the land the brethren of. Joseph were forced to go 
down into Egypt to buy food. v~hen Joseph . introduced himself 
to his brethren they were sore afraid and wept bitterly, but 
Joseph said., 
••• I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with 
yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send 
me before you to preserve life. For these two years 
hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are 
five years, in the which there shall neither be 
earing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to 
preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save 
your lives by a great deliverance~ So now it was not 
you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made 
me a father to Pharaoh, and Lord of all his house, 
and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.l2 
While the Spirit is not mentioned by name in these 
passages, yet, since He is the active agent of the Godhead, 
these provide.ntie.l developments were due to His superintend-
ing providence. 
Sin and death. 1he study of the ministry of the 
Spirit as related to man's religious experience has required 
12 A. V., Genesis 45;4-8. 
a discussion of sin and death. Sin ho.s been considered 
first. Wh ile the Spirit is life ·giver and 1 ife sustalner, 
sin, on the other hand, is the very antithesis of l ife in 
that it res·ults in death.l3 'lhe purpose for this :t:hase of 
48 
the cha pter h a s been to show tha t the o peration of the Holy 
Spirit has always had opposition. While the Spirit's 
purpose h e. s been to g ive life e.nd li ght, the effects of sin 
has been to bring death and darkness to those 1Nho fell under 
its spell • . 
The Genesis record has not revealed a partial death 
penalty upon man for disobedience. The death penalty spoken 
of was to take place in every area of life. When man was 
placed 6n earth so that he might glorify God ann enjoy Hi m 
forever,l:4 h e was pla.ced on probation with the capacity to 
s~n, that . is, rebel against God.l5 
1\l(an, in the garden of Eden, not only had the · 
possibility of' failing during his probationary period , but 
he did fail. He and his wife transgressed agains t the 
Divine Lavv , were disobedient to the moral law of God,l6 and 
13 A. v., Genesis 2:17. 
14 Thomas Bowman, The Revised Ca techism of t h e 
Evangelical Church (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: Publishing 
Rouse of the Evangelical Church, 1905), p. 11. 
15 Pope, ££· cit., p. 205. 
16 A. V., Genesis 3 ·:6,7. 
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thereby brought upon t h e.m.selves the guilt and the penalty of 
dea th.l7 Pope has given a few definitions of sin wh ich have 
been helpful at this point: 11 Sin is self rnade god , i nstead 
of' God. n18 Sin has further been described by him as being 
"' the posi tive cond i t ion of the s oul: not indeed a s a. 
condition entirely within it, but as the active d irection 
of the will."l9 
'Ihe punishment of sin is a three-fold death to man. 
SE_iritual death h a s been understoo d here as referring to the 
withdrawal of the Holy Spirit or eternal life.20 
There are three phases of the death penalty. 
1 •. SJ2iritual death . Pope defined it a s, 
The withdrawal of the Holy Spirit as t he bond of 
union between God and every living soul. Through his 
withdrawal the fallen an~els ~unclean s nir~, 
retainin.!:'l' the natural el ements of the image of God, 
but no longer ref1ectlng His holiness.21 
2. Physical death. This death rie.;ht1y related to 
the phase previously mentioned is the penalty for human sin. 
17 A. v.' Genesis 2:17. 
18 Pope, op. cit., p. 214. 
19 Ibid., p. 215. 
20 Ibid., p. 216. 
21 Loc. cit. 
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It is declared to be expressly the pene.lty of ·sin in 
man; who was on account of sin, subjected to vanity, 
denied access to the tree ·of life, and surrendered to 
the dissolution that. had already been the natural 
termination of the ex is tenc_e oi the inferior orders. 22 
3. Eternal death. This phase of the penalty has been 
defined in the smaller Oa.techism of the former Evangelical 
Church as 11 Separation of man from God forever.u23 On this 
subject Pope wrote as .follows: 
1ne withdrawal of the Holy Spirit is a penalty which 
leaves the sinner without ~~e possibility of restoring 
himself, and therein is everlasting death. But :tt is 
also the positive sentence of the Righteous Judge who 
separates sin forever from Himself . Noting this 
distinction, we must mark how this penalty also connects 
itself with the definition of sin. It is, enmity 
against God, and that implies in itself an eternal 
severance, as in the case of unredeemed spirits. It 
is bondage to evil: that is the free spirit, never 
losing its power of self-determination, is determined 
by the presence of the sinful principle to only evil 
continually and there lies the element of eternHl 
death and when it is said that the wrath of God 
abideth on the sinner (John 3:36} we need no other 
account of the penalty of eternal death.24 
When sin is considered it is incompletely treated 
unless original sin is discussed. Pope has said: 
The effect of the Fall upon the posterity of _/\dam 
is described in Scripture as tl1e universal diffusion 
of death as a conde+nnation, and of a bia s of human 
nature towards evil. '11he scriptural doctrine finds 
its expression in the theolo gica.l term C?_r.ig inal sin; 
22 Pope, loc • . cit. 
23 Bowman, op. cit., p. 33. 
24 Pope, ££· cit.~ pp. 217-218. 
the hereditary sin and hereditary sinfulness of 
mankind is derived from Adam its natural hen ~ and 
representative, but derived from hi.m as he was under 
a constitution of redeeming grace and connected with 
the second Adam, the s piri tua.l head of .mankind . 25 
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Paul said, 11 ••• death passed upon all men for that all 
have sinned. "26 'lhen he went on to say that death fell upo n 
them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adrun's 
transgression. 
God's Redemption of Mankind. Basic to every phase 
. 
of God's redemption is the fact of the lncarnation of the 
Son of God, the second person of' the 'rrinity, referred to in 
Scripture as the Word. John said: 
In the be ginning was the Word and the Word was with 
God, and the Word w~s God. • • . And the Word was 
made fles h. , and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten o.f the Father, ) 
full of grace and truth.27 
Pope asserted that the incarnation " as foundation of 
our Lord 1 s redeeming minis try, with all 1 ts offices, is 
everlasting and unchangeable, common therefore to the bNo 
estates of humiliation and exalta.tion.n2s 
Just as truly as Chrlst_, the incarnate Son of' God, is 
25 Pope, loc. cit. 
26 A. v., Romans 5:12. 
27 A. V._, John 1:1,14. 
28 29 Pope, op. cit., p.' 7. 
the redeemer of humanity bf' virtue of the perfect work of 
reconciliation wrougpt by HL~, just so truly is the Holy 
Spirit, the Divine 1hird Person, the a dministra tor of that 
redexnption. 
The Holy Ghost in His specia.l relation to the 
Christis.n economy was not sent down until Pentecost. 
But as the person in the Holy r.I'rin1ty by whom the 
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}~'ather's revelation of Himself through the Son, whether 
in Creation or Providence or Redemption, is accomplished 
in act, He has been present and operative from the 
beginnin~ , the administrator of the work of the Three 
in · One God. 29 
It has been noticed that the Old Testament ministry 
of the Holy Spirit found its expression in His creational, 
pro1rldential, and redemptive work. 
His redemptive vwrk, though preparatory in the Old 
11estament, h a d its beginnin<)" even prior to the pronouncement 
of the curse upon sinners. Speaking to the serpent wlthin 
hearing distance of Adam and Eve, God sa.id, 11 Ann I will put 
tl 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it . sha.ll bruise thy head, and thou shalt br•uise 
his heel."30 The Holy Spirit, in his office of a dministrator 
of redemption, inspired holy men of God to receive and 
transmit divine revelation. Kuyper has said, 
• • the operations of the Word and the Holy 
Spirit never oppose each other, but. as St. Paul declares 
emphatically ••• the Holy Scripture is prepared by the 
29 Pope, loc. cit. 
30 A. v., Genesis 3:15. 
Spirit of God and given to the Church as an instrument 
to perfect God's work in man: as he expresses it: 
'that the man of God may be perfect, 1 i.e., a man 
formerly of the world, made a man of God by divine 
net, to be perfected by the Holy Spirit; wherefore he 
ls already perfect in Christ through the Word. To 
this end, as St. Paul declare's, the Scripture was 
inspired of God. Hence this work of art was prepared 
by the Holy Spirit to lead the new-born man to this 
high ideal. And to emphasize the thought he adds: 
'fJ.'hat he may be thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. r31 
The Scriptures testify to the part the Holy Spir:l. t 
had to play J n forming the Scriptures. This witness has 
proven helpful in studying the specific ministry of t he 
Spirit. Without a sound basis for believing that the Holy 
Spi~it inspired the writing of the Bible, there would have 
been little proof for the authenticity of the record. A 
threefold witness has been given here to show what part 
the Holy Spirit had in giving man a record of' what ·:lod has 
done to, through, and for man: ( 1) Peter wrote, saying, 
I 
uPor the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.''32 (2) On a day just prior to the Day of Pentecost 
Peter referred to this matter by s aying to the hundred and 
t wenty, "Men and brethren, this scripture rr.us t needs have 
been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David 
31 Kuyper, op. cit., pp. 58,59. 
32 A. V., II Peter 1;21. 
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spa.ke ••• "33 (3) Paul, writing to Timothy, said: 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, a11d 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works.34 · 
II. EVIDE CES OF PROGRESS ION 
r.he specific work of the Holy Ghost has been in the 
realm of redemption. In fact, the whole underlying purpose 
of the Spirit's ministry has been seen to be that of 
redeeming man from the awful consequences o.f sin. The 
purpose of this section of the chap~er has been to show that 
,, 
there was an underlying motive and force behind the work of 
I 
the Spirit in the Old Testament and ~ He made pro gress as He 
operated in the lives of men through the centuries. Pope 
has said, 
As the Incarnate Son is the Redeemer of mankind in 
virtue of His perfect work of Reconciliation, so the 
.Holy Ghost in His divine personality is the adminis-
trator of that redemption.35 
Laws on said: 
No great work has ever been accomplished except 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, who is the 
Executive of God, carrying. out the will of God in 
all things.36 
33 A. V., Acts 1:16. 
34 A• V., II Timothy 3:16,17• 
35 Pope, op• cit., . P• 418. 
36 J. G. Lawson, Dee12~r Experiences of Pamous · Q£.~l s­
tians (Anderson, Indiana: Warner Press, 1911), p. 15. 
The redemptive ministry of the Holy Spirit is 
related to man's religious experience in such a way as to 
make His ministry and man's experience inseparable if man 
is to be saved. 
'f.he first redemptive work of the Holy Spirit was in 
the res.lm of' conscience. Wiley has said, 11 1'here is first, 
the direct striving of the Spirit with the conscienc.es of 
man, in a purely personal and pr:tvate ma.nner."37 Bis work 
was to keep men from plunging headlong into sin. Led by 
their own evil nature, iruLerited as a consequence of the 
Fall, they were rebellious toward his instructions and 
warnings. Men persisted in their wickedness before the 
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flood in spite of the striving of the Spirit. God, looldng 
down upon them in righteous indignation, declared that He 
would des troy man because of his iniquity. He said, '' My 
spirit shall not always strive with ms.n. 11 38 This passage 
has given the clue to the earlier relations God had with 
Cain, Abel, Seth, and succeeding generatlons. 
IJ.lhe work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Tes tame.nt 
has been better understood after reading from Watson's 
Ins ti tu tes. 
37 H. Oo Wiley, Christian Theology (Kansas City, 
Missouri: Beacon Rill PresS";'-f947), II, p. 306. 
38 A. V., Genesis 6:3. 
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••• It is the constant doctrine of the Scriptures, 
that men are not left to the mere influence of a 
revelation of truth, and the means of salva tion; but 
are graciously excited and effectually aided in ,all 
their endeavors to avail themselves of both. !3efore 
the flood, the Holy Spirit is represented as "stri ving 11 
with men, to restrain them from their wickedness, and 
to lead them to repentance ..•• Under . the law, the 
wicked are said to 11 grieven and "reslst" the Holy 
Spirit; and good men are seen earnestly supplicating 
his help, not only in extraordinary cases, and for 
some miraculous purpose, but in the ordinary course 
of religious experience and conflict.39 · 
Kuyper has said, 
But the work of the Holy Spirit in Noah 1 s family 
is only preliminary. Noah and his sons still belong 
to the old world. They formed a transition. After 
Noah the holy line 'disappears 1 and from Shem to 
Terah the Holy Spirit's work remains invisible.40 
Following Terah's death, Abraham went out not knowing 
where he was going. With the promise, but not the possession 
of his son, he went out strictly on faith. 
And he could not beget him, but by faith; so that 
God could truly say, 'I am almi ghty God, 1 i.e., A God 
'who quickeneth the dead and calleth the things that 
are not as tho they were.' Hence Abraha.m 1 s family is 
almost in literal sense the product of the Holy Spirit's 
work in that there is nothing in his life without 
faith.41 
ln the Old Testament record has been found various 
ways in which the Holy Spirit operated. In this redemptive 
39 Richard Watson, TI1eological Institutes (New York: 
Phillips and Hunt, 1850), II, p. 210. 
40 Kuyper, ££· cit., p. 66. 
41 Loc. cit. 
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realm they took the form or · ~~rivlnp; wlth (as in the case ·or 
the period before the flood),42 Indwelling (as in the case 
of Joseph e.nd his ·.wise demeanor), ucan we find such a one as 
this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?"43 Fillin~ (as 
in the life of Bezaleel concern:tng whom the Lord sa:'!.d unto 
¥;oses), "· •• I have filled him with the Spirit of Goo, in 
wisdom, and in understanding , and in knowledge, and in all 
manner of workmanship, a44 and coming upon Ol CJ rrestament 
persons {as upon the deliverers of Israel during the period 
of Judges). Examples of these deliverers were Sruason,45 
Gideon46 and Othnie1,47 Spirit-endued men with special power 
to meet Israel's strongest enemies. 
Progress in the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the 
Old Covenant days has best been discovered in the purpose 
of His work rather than in the nature of His work. 
r.rrms, this writer has considered His \!fOI~k on a 
personal basis of striving in the pre-flood period. He has 
referred to the Holy Spirit's ministry of .faith in the · 
f amily which typifies the family of faith in the New 
42 Watson, op. cit., p. 210. 
43 A. v.,. Exodus 41:38. 
44 A. v., Exodus 31:~1. 
45 A. v.' Judges 73:25. 
46 A. v.' Judges 6:34. 
47 A. v., Judges 3:10. 
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Testament, of \'.hich Abraham is the father•.48 Aocordin to 
Kuyper the Spirit's w0rk moved from the family into the work 
of f ormi ng a nation and caus ing tha t nation ' to be born an.d 
to t a ke 1ts place in the world with other nations.49 Moses 
became the agent ln God's hand through whom He superna tural-
ly formed a nation. Following the times of Moses, the Holy 
Spirit continued to endue obedient, believing men with 
po wer•, insight, and understanding which enabled t hem to lead 
the nation in government, in social life, in worship, and in 
conflict. Always, however, it has been kept in mind that 
the Old Testament ministry of the Spirit was, strict ly 
speaking , preparatory. 
The last method of the Spirit's work was t~at of 
interpreting and proclaiming the law through the voice of 
the prophets. 11 • • • Holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost."50 
Wiley has given light on the subject, namely, that 
The law being a fixed instrument, men soon began to 
give more attention to its outward forms than to its 
inward spirit. Hence the prophets arose, who appealed 
to the hopes a nd fears of men, and thus gave inward 
content to the outward forms. ~nile t h ese revelations 
were transient, given at sundry times a nd in divers 
manners, the body of prophecy itself was cumula tlve 
48 A. v., Romans 4:16. 
49 Kuyper, op. cit., p. 67. 
50 A. V., I I Peter 1:21. 
and expansive. The prophetic order, therefore, 
marked a distinct advance by appealing to the law, 
by furnishing a devotional literature and especially 
by directing men's attention to the promised Redeemer. 
The order became permanent only in Christ to whom all 
the prophets pointed and in whom all their prophecies 
were fulfilled (Luke 1:70).51 
God's foundational and underlying purpose for the 
H.oly Spirit's ministry was to admi.nis ter His preparatory 
economy for the redemption of mankind. from sin and eternal 
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death. To this 'end He used men, whom He empowered with the 
Spirit, in order that they might perform the task that 
needed immediately .to be done and to live a life of godliness 
before those whom they were entrusted to lead. 
51 \"'i ley, ££· cit., p. 307. 
CHAPTI:R IV 
THE HOLY SPIRIT AS RELATED TO OLD T:&iS'fl~.u'V!El T EXPER I ENCES 
I. RELNriONSH I P TO OLD TES'l\Al-IJJ~ 1,Pr CHA..-qACTERS 
Throughout Old Testament history those who 
accomplished 2:reat things for God were anointed first by the 
Holy Spirit, and endued with power from on hi gh .l Pope has 
helped the writer of this paper to understand ~ what, and 
for what, purpose He wa s operative: 
As the Incarnate Son is the Redeemer of mankina in 
virtue of His perfect work of reconclliation, so the 
Holy Ghost in His divine personality . is the ad.T. inis-
trator of that redemption. His revelation as such has 
kept pace with the revelation of the redeeming Son. 
In the Old Testament Age He was the promise of the 
Father even as Christ was: and as the promised Christ 
already was the world 1 s unrevealed Savior, so the . 
Spirit was · the unrevealed dispenser of His salvation.2 
Pope continued to refer to the Sp:lr 1 t as the One who 
worked in Old Testament times in preparation for the 
r edemptton of man. In l a ying the foundation for redemption, 
the Spirit did so by affecting human personal ities, from the 
Fal l until New 1'es tament t irnes. R<~la ti ve to this Pope said, 
The Holy Ghost in His special rel a tion to the 
Christian economy was not sent down until Pentecost : 
1 J. G. Lawson, De eper Experiences of Famous Chris-
tians (Anderson, Indiana: Warner Press, 19IT), p. 15. -
2 W. B. Pope, A Compendium of Christia n 'l'heolo ~y 
(London : Wesleyan Conference Office; 18'75), p . 418. 
but as the person of the Holy Trinity by whom the 
F'ather 1 s Revelation of' Hi!nse lf _through the Son, 
whe ther in Creation or Providence or Hedemption, ' i s 
accomplished in act. He had been present and 
operative from the beginning : the 8.dminis tra. tor o·f 
the work of the 1hree in One God.3 
In the Holy Spirit's administrative WQrk in Old 
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,Tes tament history, :i.t was fout1d that He operated in va ried 
ministries in different periods. It has seemed appropriate 
to describe these minis t ries as, (1) 'J.lhe Spirit of life; 
(2) r.l.'he Spirit of strj.ving; (3) The Spirit of wisdom and 
power; and (4:) The Spir•it of governments and prophecy. 
'Ihe Spirit of life. 'Ihe Holy Spirit .has been the 
great G-iver and Sus tainer of life. 
'I'he Spirit,. like the Son, but without concealment 
of His name, is revealed as the .~\gent of the redhead 
in the creation of a ll life, especially the livin g of 
man, in anticipation, as it were· of Pentecost. He 
r1as at the beglnning the Lord and G.i~ of ~' and 
J"ob' s word may be used in the widest extent of man: 
'l'he Spirit of God hath made me . 'I'he son from the 
beginning has been the lif'e of men, but it was not 
until the incarnation that he gave that life mo re 
abunc1an tly, and was fully revealed as the life. 'This 
distinction holds good between the um"evealed relati.on 
of the Personal Spir·it " of 'Li'fe. 'I'he s me .Spirit wh:l.ch 
_ oved upon the ffiCe of the waters was · breathed J.nto 
the face of man and made man a living soul, .and as the 
Son was from the beginning the ' Light of men' so the 
Spirit ls represented as moving upon and strivin . with 
me.n from the beginning. 4 
3 ~·· p. 419. 
4 Ibid., pp. 419,420. 
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The Spirit of striving. The same Spirit who is 
mentioned in Genesis 6:3, as the One who 11will no t always 
str1.ve with mann was the One who stro,Te with men during Old 
Tf3stament times. He moved upon men at different times and 
in various ways according to their needs, ana according; to 
the purpose of God. 
Earlier in this paper mention was made of the 
period between the Fall and the l<' lood during which r:l-od 
through the Spirit strove through man's conscience to keep 
him from plunging into utter destruetion. When men woulrl 
not heed God's Spirit lie then judged them, as the Apostle 
Peter he.s said: 
·'or • • • God • • . spared not the old worl rl , but 
saved Noah the eif~th person, a preacher of right-
eousness, br~nging in the flood ·upon the world of 
the ungodly • o 
The Spirit of wisdom. After the flood the Ho.ly 
Spirit began to operate on a somewhat different basis. 
Gradually, during the period of the Patriarchs, more and 
more mention was ma.de of the work of the Spirit in fitting 
men for special services to preserve the chosen family and 
facilitate its growth according to the purposes of God. 
Some of the different methods by which He operated ha.ve 
been mentioned here. Pirs t, the Holy Spirit dwelt in 
----------------
5 A. V., II Peter 2:4,5. 
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certain men to g ive them wisdom for solving problems and 
interpreting dreams t.o the extent tha t even men of the world 
reco gnized them as being filled or ind.w~lt by the Spirit of 
God. One of these men was Joseph who, through the help of 
the Spirit in interpret.ing Pharaoh's dream, became the 
right-ha.nd ' man of the ruler of Egypt and was th~s enabled to 
save his frunily, that is, Israel from extinction by 
starvation. 6 
Another man who was recognized by a Kinp..: a.s having 
the 'spir1t of the gods' was Daniel. It was evident from 
his demeanor and his wisdom that he had more than a good 
intellect (for was he not in competition with the Diviners 
and soothsayers of Babylonia and did he not put them in the 
shade?). God gave this wisdom to Daniel for the purpose of 
preserving or carrying forward His redemptive pro gram 
through this period.7 
Secondly, God caused men to be filled with the Spirit 
of wisdom for the construction of the tabernacle. 
And thou shalt speak unto all that are wise hearted, 
whom I have filled· with the Spirit of wisdom, that 
they may make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that 
he rnay minister unto me in the priest's of'fice.8 
6 A. v.' Genesis 41:38-40. 
·7 A. v.' Daniel 4:8-10. 
8 A. v.' Exodus 28:3. 
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Concerning Bezaleel of the tribe of Judah, God sa.id to 
Moses: 
I have filled hi 1 with the Spirit of Go d , in wisdom, · 
and in understanding , and in ·knowledge, and in a ll 
manner of workmanship, to devise cunning works, to 
work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in 
cutting of' stones, to set them, and in carving of · 
timber, , to work in all manner of workrnanship.9 
Thirdly, there were those whose lives and 'i:."1ose deeds 
testified to the presence and power of· t...h.e living God. 
La.-uson held that the patriarchs must have been filled with 
the Spirit of 1od else they could neither have donebor 
experienced the things which they did. The evi dences for 
this were found in the Scriptural account concerning Enoch: 
11fie walked w:tth God;''lO 11he prophesied;"ll and nhe was 
translated. 11 12 Noah qualified as one who must h a ve been 
endued with the Holy Spirit's power in tha.t he walk e d with 
God,l3 talked with Hirn,l4 and fearlessly preached God's 
Word to an apostate people. " •.• God ••• spared not the 
old world, but saved Noah, the ei~hth person, a preacher of 
9 A. v., Exodus 31:3-5. 
10 A. v., Genesis 5:24. 
11 A. v .. , Jude 14. 
12 J.~. v. ' Hebrews 11:15. 
13 A. v.' Genesis 6:9. 
14 A. v.' Genesis 6:13, Hebrews 11:7. 
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the 
ungodly. 11 15 
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.Abraham had one outstanding revelation of the .Lord 
and of the future which must have been given him b:-r the Holy 
Ghost, It was recorded in the book of Genesis that, 
"After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in 
a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward."l6 
At Bethel,l7 Jacob, through the Spirit, was g iven a 
revelation of the glories of heaven, and his life wa s trans-
formed at Peniell8 where he, a weak, vacillating deceiver 
was changed into a prince of God and his name chan _,ed f rom 
Jacob to Israel. 
Pharaoh recognized Joseph as orL.:: in whom the Spirit 
of the Lord was resident.l9 Joseph's experiences were 
recorded in the book of Genesis: (1) He was blessed of God 
even in his youth; (2) He was disciplined by suffering ; 
(3) He was miraculously delivered from pr:tson because he was 
looked up to as one who depended on God for all things .; 
15 A. v., II Peter 2:15. 
16 A. v.' Genesis 15 : 1. 
17 A. v.' Genes is 28. 
18 A. v.' Genesis 32:26. 
19 ['J,.. v., Genesis 41:38,39. 
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(4) He, an Israelite, was placed over the household of 
Pharaoh; (5) His brothers and father were restored to hlm; 
and ( 6) God gave him wis dom and understanding with which to 
meet all of life. 
The Spirit of governments !££ prophecy. After the 
time of the Patriarchs there followed a period in the 
history of Israel in which the Spirit was operative in the 
giving of the Law, in the interpretation of the Law, and in 
the foretelling of events which were to result from Israel's 
obedience or disobedience to that Law. 
Moses was the dominant character God used in !:S iving 
to Israel the Law in its moral, cermonial, and civil 
aspects. Lawson listed several reasons why Moses must have 
had the Spirit of God within him. First, over five hundred 
times it has been recorded in the Scriptures tha t God spoke 
to flloses or that Moses talked YJith God.20 Secondly, 
11
• • • Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon 
the face of the earth. "21 'rhirdly, Moses came before the 
people after having spoken to the Lord and n ••• the skin 
of Moses' face shone; and Moses put the veil upon his face 
aga in, until he went in to speak w:i.th him. 1'22 Besid es these 
20 Lawson, ££· ..£!!•, p. 20. 
21 Loc. cit. 
22 A. v., Exodus 34:33. 
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reasons listed by Lawson this lnvestigator had added a 
fourth. During the life of Moses as ;leader of Israel, the 
mounts Sinai and Pisg~~ had a very definite bearing on his 
ministry to his na tion. Centuries later another mountain 
definitely connected Moses with God's Spirit-centered 
' 
redemption. rrhe name of the mount was Hermon. In the 
section of noutstanding facts 11 in the Dickson's Analytical 
;Bible, follo wing t he record of the Pentateuch, the publisher 
had this to say, 
We have seen this striking figure of the ages on 
two mounts, Sinai and Pisgah. We think of him most 
essentially in terms of the former. But we a. re to 
see him on another mount Hermon, t h ere, centuries 
afterwards, he who at Sinai in the presence of the 
Law saw God face to face, now on Hermon he is f a ce 
to face with the 1ess iah, the fulfillment of the IJaw 
in all the glory of' his transfiguration. H.ow 
infinitely gree.ter to be honored to be on Hermon and 
converse with the Savior of all mankind broussht forth 
by the race he so falthfully led from Egypt to their 
inheritance.23 
The Messianic doctrine, taught in the Penateu.ch of 
which .Moses was the author, attests his having been led by 
the Holy Spirit. 
~1e Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon certain 
ones for a special task: ( 1) r.r'he Spirit fell on th~ seventy 
elders and they began to prophesy. Jo shua, anxious because 
he feared Moses' leadership was being threatened, asked 
0~ . 1 f ~~ The New Analytical Bib e and Dictionary o the 
Bible~ Deuteronomy, Outstanding Facts (Chicago: John A. 
Dickson Publish ing Company, 1941T; p. 264. 
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Moses to rebuke two of the seventy who continued prophesying 
in the camp. Moses answered, '1Enviest thou for my sake ? 
Would God that all the Lord's people were prophets, and that 
the Lord would put His Spirit upon themt"24 (2) Joshua was 
especially equipped for the task of taking Moses' place as 
leader of the Israelites into the promised land. "And the 
I.ord said unto Moses, take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man 
-in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him."25 
Lawson wrote, 
After Moses had prayed for him, Joshua was ~iven 
great po wer and wisdom by the Spirit of God. He 
conquered seven nations, and thirty one kings in the 
land of Canaan, and took possession of the land.26 
(3) !he Judges who ruled Israel in the period of the Judges 
were empowered for the task of protecting Israel from her 
enemies. The Holy Spirit fell on them for a specific ts.sk 
that needed to be done to preserve Israel. Some of these 
outpourings were on Othniel,28 Samson,29 .~t. ~etera. 
(4) Samuel has held a. unique place as judge s.nd prophet in 
24 A. v.' Numbers 11:29. 
25 A. v., Numbers 27:18. 
26 Lawson, 2.1?.. cit., p. 21. 
2'7 A. v.' Judges 3:10. 
28 A. v.' Judges 6:34. 
29 A. v.' Jur1ges 14:6. 
. Israel. 
The last and one of the greatest judges of Israel 
was Samuel. As a child he grew, 11 and was in favour 
both with the Lord and also with men~' ( .L Samuel 2:26}. 
The Lord spoke to him, and revealed many things to 
him by the Spirit. 11 And all Israel, from Dan even 
to Beersheba knew that Samuel wa s established to be a 
prophet of the IJord i' (I Samuel 3t201 21).30 
(5) The King~ of Israel _£nd Judah were dealt with by the 
Holy Spirit of God in prepara tion for the1r offi ce. The 
most important kings at the height of Israel's power were 
Saul, David and Solomon. What was saic1 of Saul coulo also 
be said of the rest of the kings. 
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All the good kin~s of Israel were anointed for their 
office by the Spirit of (.}od, and. were thus qualified to 
rule ·over the people. The anointing oil poured upon 
them at their coronation. symbolized t{+e Holy Spirit's 
anointing just as did the anointing oil poured upon the 
high priest at his consecration ••• ~fuen the Spirit 
of God came upon Saul and he began to prophesy, the 
people were astor:ished and said, 11 !.s Saul also among 
the prophets'?" (I Samuel 10:11). ··The Spirit of ·I Od 
came upon Saulu (I Samuel 11:6), and · he prospered 
until he sinned by sparing Agaz; and then the Spirit 
of the Lord departed f rom Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the Lord troubled him.31 
David, the King, was the son of Jesse. He was anointed a s 
King of Israel to succeed Saul, from wnom the K:tng.dom had 
been taken a way and from whom the Spirit had departed. 
After Samuel had anointed him the Scriptures declared, "The 
30 Lawson, £.£· cit., p. 23; 
31 .Ibid., pp. 23,24. 
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Spirit of the Lord came on David from that day forward-:':32 
In II Samuel 23:2 David said, "The Spirit of the Lord 
s puke by me, and His word was in my tongue." The Apostles, 
in the early days of the formation of the church, referred 
to David in the Old Testament as having been the mouthpiece 
through which the Spirit spoke.::.')3 After David had sinned 
and ms praying the prayer of repentance, h e said, 
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not 
not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the 
joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free 
spirit. T'.nen will I teach transgressors thy ways ; 
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.34 
Ki~ _§lolo~o~ was one who would not ask . the Lord for 
wealth or f ame, but asked rather to be g iven wisdom from 
above to govern Israel aright. God gave him wisdom 
a ccording to his request, but favored him with fame a nd 
fortune too. n'I'he wisdom of Solomon, the wises t man , like 
the strength of Samson, the strongest man, was a direct gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 11 35 
According to Pope the main work of the Holy Spirit i n 
the Old Covenant was that of spiritual prophecy. ~~ese 
great seers would have been but ordinary men had they not 
32 A. v.' I Samuel 16:13. 
33 A. v.' Acts 1:16. 
34 A. v.' Psalms 51:11-13. 
35 Lawson, op. cii·, PP• 24,25. 
had the anointing of the ,Holy Spirit.~?6 
Jeremia~, the vee ping prophet, 
felt tha t he was bu t a child, and could no t be a 
prophet (,Jeremiah 1); but God so anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit's power that he became uA de fensed 
city, and an iron pillar, fHH~ bra. sen walls tt (verse 18) 
against sin, "to root out, . an d to pull down, and to 
d estroy , and to throw down 11 t he evil , and " to build, 
and to plantn t h e good (verse 1 0 ).3'7 
There was an inner compulsion in the h e a rt of 
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Jeremiah to proc la i m the message of t ruth concern i ng sin in 
the .light of the law, for· he said, 
I will no t make mention of' him, nor spe a k any more 
in his name. But his word wa s in mine heart as a 
burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary 
with forebearing , and I could not stay.38 
Lawson has called Isaiah the '' ••• world' s greatest 
and most sublime prophet. " 3 9 Isaiah 1 s relationship t o t he 
Holy Spirit has been described by his own mess age : ~And now 
the Lord God and His Spirit hath sent me. n4o 
'The 8piri t of the Lord was in all true prophets 
(Nehemi ah 9:30; I Peter l: 10,11): 11 For the prophecy 
c,ame not in o'ld time by the will of man; but holy 
men of God s pake as they were .moved by the }oly 
Ghost '' (II Peter 1:21).41 · 
36 Pope, op. cit., p. 420. 
37 La ;rson, op . cit., p. 25. 
--
38 A. v., Jeremiah 20: 9 . 
39 Lawson, loc. cit. 
40 A. V., Isaiah 48:16. 
41 Lawson, op. ~., p. 26. 
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Having considered tr1e work of the Holy Spirit in 
reli g ious experience of the Old Testament period,further 
consideration has been given to the distinction between Old 
and New 'I'es tament reli·g ious experience as related to the 
Holy Spirit. 
II. DISTINCrl'lON BETWJ~:EN OLD AND NEW TES':PAME NT 
RELIGIOUS ~XPERIBNCE 
The nu.rnber of people endued with the Spirit of the 
Lord in the Old 1'estament is not large. Broomall, in the 
introduction to his book on the Holy Spirit, has sho wn that 
the Third Pei•son of the Trinity endowed men in the Olr1 
'I'es tB.J:ilent for special occasions, tasks, an<l duties in order 
t hat God 1 s will might be carried out. 'Turner said, 11 'I'he 
1 Spirlt of the Lord' came upon no one except at t lmes of 
crisis, when the welfare of the nation was at stake.H42 
Broomall wrote, 
It is doubtless true that we look upon the New 
•restament a s the richest source of our knowledge 
about God and the basic facts and experiences of 
redemption. But the Old Testament must not be 
overlooked. It is still the seedbed of which all t~e 
precious trtl ths of the New Coven~: nt germinate. All 
the truths of revelation are in the Old Testament. 
42 G· . A. Turner, Is Entire Sanctiflcation Scriptural !' 
{\ ilmore, Kentucl{y! Asbury i'heolo g ical Seminary, 194:8 ) , · 
P• 21. 
'.fue New Testament amplifies, expands, and reinterprets 
these truths for us who are under the New Dispen-
satj.on. 43 
The Old Testament contains a record of the prepara-
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tory work of God's redemption of man under the administration 
of the Third Person of the Trini t·y. But the minor prophet, 
Joel, wrote of the perfect work of the Spirit .in redemption. 
And it sha.ll come to pass afterward, that I will 
pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons a.nd 
your daughters sha ll prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreruns, your young men shall see vis ions: and 
also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those 
days will I pour out my spirit. And I will shew 
wonders in the heavens and :i.n . the earth, blood, and 
fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned 
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the 
great and the terrible day of the Lord come . f.nd lt 
sha.ll come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
name of' the l,ord shall be delivered : for in mount 
Zion and in Jerus a lem shall be deliverance, a s the 
Lord hath said, a.nd in the remnant whom the J ... ord 
shall call.44 
Lawson has been of the opinion tha t the Holy Spirit's 
rela.tionship w:l th New rres t ament che..raeters we.s f ar in 
advance to that He sustained w:l.th Old r:t:•estamen t characters. 
Not only was the Holy Spirit the source of al l 
spiritual power in Old 'I'esta.ment times ; but he 
imparted power to John the Baptist, to the Son of 
God himself, to the Gali lean fisherman, and to all 
the great. saints of New 'J?est~ent times. By His 
death on the cross, Christ opened the way for _God to 
pour H1s Spirit upon all flesh, which He did on the 
day of Pentecost, usher1ng in the more glorious 
dispensation foretold by Joel and other Old Te stament 
43 Wick Broomall, The Hoy Snirit (New York: 
.Ameri can 'I'ract Society, 1940), p. 30. 
44 A. v., Joel 2:28-32. 
prophets. Since the day of Pentecost the Holy 
Spirit has been convincing the whole world of sin., 
of righteousness and. judgment in a way that He 
did not do, except with a few individuals, in Old 
Testament times: and thus in this dispensation 
of the Holy Spirit the world has become more 
responsible to God because of its increased light 
and privileges.45 
Kuyper forcibly has expressed his opinion of' the 
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ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament as compared 
with that of the New. 
In the be ginning we discover only an outward 
imparting of certaln gifts. On Samson he bestows 
great physica.l strength. Abeliah and Bezaleel are 
endowed with artistic talent to build the tabernacle. 
Joshua is enriched with military genius. These 
operations di.d not touch the soul, a nd were not saving , 
but merely external. 'Ihey become more enduring when 
they assume an official character as :l.n Saul, a.lthou gh 
in him we find the best evidence of the fact the. t they 
are only outward and temporal. ...hey assume a higher 
character when they receive the prophetic stamp: 
althou gh Balaam t s example shov.rs us that even thus they 
penetrate not to the center of the soul, but affect 
man only outwardly. , 
But in the Old Testament there was also an inward 
operat i on in believers. Believi ng Israelites were 
saved. Hence they must have received s H vin.~ grac e . 
And since saving grace 1s out of the question without 
an inward working of the Holy Spirit, it follo ws that 
He was the Wor'<er of Paith in Abrahe.m as well as in 
ourselves .•. 
The difference between the two operatlons is 
apparent. A person outwardly wrought .upon may become 
enriched with outward gifts, while spir:i.tus lly he 
rema ins as poor as eveP or, having received the inward 
~ift of re~eneration, ~e may be devo id of every talent 
that adorns man ou twarclly. 46 
45 Kuyper, £2· cit., p. 121. 
46 f£!£., p. 119. 
Kuyper has indicated. anoth er important difference 
between the Old r estament working of the Holy Spiri t a nd 
that of the New 1'e starn ent: in the Old Covenant the Spirit 
generally came u pon one indl v:l.dual at a tim e , whil e i n the 
New Testam ent He comes u pon a.n a lread y organ..ized body of 
believers, such as at Pentecost, 47 a s well a s upon t h e 
ind i v idual. 
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This cha pter has shown that the work of the Holy 
Spirit was rela ted to Old Testament relig ious e x perience in 
varied ministries and at different and pro gr essive l evE-Jls. 
It has sho v;rn further that the Old ;resta.ment ministry of the 
Spirit wa s p r e pa ratory to His mini s try in the New Testament. 
His sv.perintending and adro:i.nistre.tive office in God 's plan 
for man's salvation was evi de n t already in the Ol d 
Testament. 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLD 3 I ON 
The following conclusions have been drawn from this 
study of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit in the li gnt of 
Old Testament religious experience. lhey have .resulted 
from a. consideration of the foregoing sections of this 
paper: (1) Old Testament religious experience; (2) The 
Holy Spirit in Old Testament times; and (3) 1l'he Holy Spir:tt 
as related to Old Testament experience. 
Though the Holy Spirit has not been revealed in the 
Old Testament as a co-equal person in the Godhead , yet He 
has been at work behind the scenes in all of Deity's 
a ctivities. His work h a s been definitely related to the 
life of man. Since man is the object of God's love, there 
has of necessity been a real relationship between the Holy 
Spil.,it and Old 'I'est ament religious experience. Such a 
rela tionship was necessary in order for God to put into 
operation His plan of salvation for man. 
This rela t1onship has been found to be pre para tory. 
Old Testament Scripture is a record of God's initial 
economy related to the redemption of me.n through Christ. 
1'he Holy Spirit ~ was the dlvine adm inistra tor of this 
wo ri-r of prep8.ration, as well . e.s of t he fulfilled vvork 
rec.orded in the New Testa..'tient. He dealt with man just where 
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He found him and carefully and pa tie.ntly led him tows.r d the 
full revelation of God in Christ. 
The Holy Spirit was the te acher in Olfl 'res trunent 
history. He str. .. rted fal1en man in the right direction as a 
teacher be gins with a kindergarten child. .Man's progress 
under the tutelage of the Spirit depended on his obedience 
to the Lord . Era after era in the sacred history of mankind 
the Third Person of the 'l'ri.ni ty revealed more of :}od 's 
wonderful plan for saving man from all sin. To men like 
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David and Isaiah, He gave 
wisdom not only to be personally ri ght with God bu t to 
enable them to teach others the truth, especially Israel. 
He, even the Spirit of Truth, gave to Israel the moral, 
ceremonial, and the judicial law to guide her in ever;r area 
of her life on earth. 
The relationship between. tlle Holy Spirit and Old 
'restament religious expE)rie.nce has been found to be 
progressive. The progress in man's relig ious experience has 
taken place by crises and pro0esses. In the period before 
the Flood, God dealt wlth man through the Holy Spirit 
chiefly in the realm of man's conscience. Following the 
Flood God gave man the privilege of corporately n;overning 
himself and dealt with him accor•<.Ung to man's right us e or 
abuse of the prl vilege of human government. God 1 s next 
sphere of operation through the Eol:r Spirit in Old Testament 
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history was in that of the family, which wa s and is still 
today the foundation for national life. During the period 
between Isra el's delivera nce out of Egyp t and her Babylonian 
c aptivity, God deal t with he r throug,h the Spirit in the a rea 
of nationa l law a.nd gove r nment. 
The Spir i t's :rela tionship to Ol (J 'restmnent reli q; ious 
ex perience was found also to be prophetic• After the Law 
had been given to the children of Isrs.el, God caused Moses; 
and the holy rnen He raised u p after :fi o ses, to interpr et the 
L aw to the people. These men v'I'Bl'"'e God 1 s s po kesm en who were 
to d ·eclare the word of the r,ord ~ Thus th~ Law was a pplied 
to the e thic a l conduct of the people. God a lso r a is ed up 
men lik e Isaiah, ,Jeremiah, and ~ icaJ:1 to foretell the coming 
of Christ, who woul d redeem Israel .from s in~ He raised up 
a mHn like Joel to pro phesy o f the ou tpou.rin " of the Spirit 
of God upon all fle sh. 
Tile Holy Spirit h as b een found to be inseparable from 
the relig ious experience of men of God ~n the Old Testament. 
'Jha t He did in Old 'EBstament Days He d:l.d to prepare Israel 
for the com i ng of Jesus as the Me.:sE.~ i.ah and for the :full 
manifestation of Hims e lf at Pentecost. 
The Holy Spirlt hs.s been r e lated. to Old Testament 
relig ious experi e nce on the basis of simple faith ,. humble 
obedience, and holy purpose o.f Ol d Covenant belie ~rers who 
came to know a ·partial but positive measure of the 11oly 
Spirit's work in religious experience. 
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